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SAFETY ON SHIPS 

Ladder Rail Climbing Devices 
There has been a lot of attention focused on ladder rail climbing systems over 
the last year.  Within the past few months, Safety Management System Memo 
to Masters 49.1 and NAVSURFWARCEN SHIPSYSENGSTA PHILADEL-
PHIA PA  Msg 252133Z FEB 08 were released providing updates to this 
safety issue.  As working aloft on UNREP rigs is one of our highest risk activi-
ties, the additional focus is worthy of our utmost atten-
tion.   

A design defect was identified by the manufacturers and 
reported on in Vol. 1 Issue 2 of Safety On Ships.  Since 
that issue, the manufacturers have reengineered their 
systems.  Per NAVSURFWARCEN instruction,  the old 
sleeves are to be used replaced by registering old de-
vices with manufacturers.   

When replacement devices are arrive aboard they too are 
to be used with the “Y” lanyard.  This is a precautionary 
measure until such time as third party verification of 
system can ensure performance.  Once this is done a 
Memo to masters will allow use new sleeves to be used 
without lanyard.  Until that time new and old devices 
shall be used in conjunction with Y lanyards. 

If a red sleeve, top left, arrives aboard vessel, it is 
not to be used.  Lock it up and contact the Safety Of-
fice.  No red sleeves are to be discarded. 

The Saf-T-Grip (identifiable from 
its red color) is not to be used.   

Demonstration of proper use of “Y” Lan-
yard  (twin legged lanyard) maintained 
outside body and arms.  Note the  hook 
faces in, toward the center of the ladder. 

Utilize Y lanyard (MSA and DBI models shown) with reengineered Antenna Sleeve 
(note the M), original Antenna sleeve and original North sleeve. 

Demonstration of 
proper climbing tech-
nique with Y lanyard 
and climbing device 


